
CHRIST EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH 

Christ Church was founded in 1836, 37 years 

after the settlement of Warren.  Warren was, 

then, the most important town in the area, 

and the country seat of Trumbull County 

which originally contained all of the Connect-

icut Western Reserve. 

In 1845, a lot was purchased for $600 in gold 

and on September 1, 1847 the cornerstone 

was laid for the first church. 

The second building, on High Street, was 

begun in 1863 and consecrated May 24th, 

1865.  This church was in continuous use for 

73 years. 

In 1957 groundbreaking for the present 

building was held on June 16th.  On October 

6, 1957 the cornerstone was laid for Old 

Christ Church Chapel. 

The first service in the completed church was 

held on Christmas Eve, l966. 

 

 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT  COVID 
VARIANTS 

Information about Variants: Viruses constantly change through mutation and sometimes these muta-

tions result in a new variant of the virus. Some variants emerge and disappear while others persist. 

New variants will continue to emerge. CDC and other public health organizations monitor all variants 

of the virus that causes COVID-19 in the United States and globally.  

New variants of the virus are expected to occur. Taking steps to reduce the spread of infection, includ-

ing getting a COVID-19 vaccine, are the best way to slow the emergence of new variants. 

Vaccines reduce your risk of severe illness, hospitalization, and death from COVID-19. 

COVID-19 booster doses are recommended for adults ages 18 and older. Teens 16–17 years old who 

received Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccines can get a booster dose if they are at least 6 months post 

their initial Pfizer-BioNTech vaccination series. 

While vaccines reduce your risk of severe illness, hospitalization, and death from COVID-19, we don’t 

yet know how effective they will be against new variants that may arise, including Omicron. 

All previous variants cause similar COVID-19 symptoms. 

Some variants, such as the Alpha and Delta variants, may cause more severe illness and death. 

 

The CDC strongly recommends that all individuals regardless of vaccination status to wear a mask 

when indoor in a public place, testing if you are symptomatic and quarantine. 

 

 

 For more information and CDC guidelines please visit 
  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus 
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Christ Episcopal Church 
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Phone: 330-372-4998 
Fax: 330-372-5327 

E-mail: 
secretary@christchurchwarren.org 

 
WEB 

www.christchurchwarren.org 
 

WORSHIP 
Sunday at 8 am in the Old Christ 

Church Chapel 
 

Sunday at 10 am in the Sanctuary   
with music 

Original Church Downtown Warren 

January 2022 

PINEAPPLES? 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” John reminds us 

that God’s light has the last word. Darkness is all around us…the new variants are       

running rampant. Mass shootings pepper the headlines. Disease and sickness affect us 

and our loved ones. Indeed, the darkness in our lives can seem overwhelming. 

But there is hope. The seasons of Christmas and Epiphany remind us that the Light of 

Jesus the Christ has come, is here, and will come into God’s creation. Christians have 

always faced the darkness of sin with the promise that God will save us. In the words of 

the prophet Jeremiah: 

“But as for you, have no fear, my servant Jacob, says the LORD,  

and do not be dismayed, O Israel;  

for I am going to save you from far away,  

and your offspring from the land of their captivity. 

Jacob shall return and have quiet and ease,  

and no one shall make him afraid.” 

 

God has had our backs and always will. If God can rescue the Hebrew people from Egypt 

and then later from exile in Babylon, and if God can rescue Jesus from death, why should 

we doubt that God can rescue us, too? So, do not be afraid; rejoice in the power of God to 

redeem all things through the light of Jesus. 

 

For 31 years Kristin and I have created Christmas presents together as both an offering to 

our friends and family and to honor our marriage. We’ve made everything from recycled 

beer can Christmas tree ornaments to three-foot standing Santa porch decorations. As 

most of you know from her handcrafted Christmas and Birthday cards, Kristin is very 

creative. We pick a pattern for the annual gift, and I usually cut it out with my scroll saw. 

Anyway, this year we made hanging wooden pineapple decorations. Weird Christmas gift, 

huh?! But do you know about the history and symbolism of pineapple gifts? A quick 

Google search reveals: 

 In European Christian art of the 1500’s, the fruit was a symbol of prosperity, 

 wealth, and eternal life. In the 17th century, Christopher Wren, the English      

 architect, used pineapples as decorative elements on churches.  

Today pineapples most commonly represent hospitality, and hospitality is a sign of the 

presence of the Holy Spirit. 

God is with us, Emmanuel, and God will save us from the darkness. Have faith and be 

reminded of God’s closeness by showing hospitality to your neighbor through good works 

and prayer. This New Year, maybe even invite them in to share a slice of pineapple! 

And, please always remember that I am lovingly yours, in Christ,  

Fr. Jeff+ 
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The Crossroads 



“It is the Holy Spirit's job to convict, God's job to judge and my job to 
love.” ... 
  “Never worry alone. ... 

WELCOME! If you are new to Christ Church and or new to Warren, please reach out 

to one of our wonderful ushers or greeters.  Not only can they offer you a wealth of 

knowledge about our parish and it’s  history, but they can also help to navigate a           

new city.  

We ask if you would please complete a “CONNECT” with us card.  They can be found in 

the pews or ask an usher. This is how our office staff records contact information into our  

computer system. We love to acknowledge birthdays, so that information is helpful too. 

If you are transferring your membership from a previous Episcopal or Catholic church, 

please contact Melanie Garman the parish  Administrator for instructions. There are a 

few more items that are needed. I.e., baptism, confirmation… 

We understand that you may not be interested in getting involved YET. When you are 

ready, there are a variety of areas that  may speak to your heart as a ministry you wish to 

serve. 

EPIPHANY (WE WILL CELEBRATE ON SUNDAY THE 9TH). 

NEW MEMBERS 

The manifestation of Christ to the peoples 

of the earth. The winter solstice was kept 

on Jan. 6 at some places during the first 

centuries of the Christian Era. In opposi-

tion to pagan festivals, Christians chose 

this day to celebrate the various manifes-

tations, or "epiphanies," of Jesus' divinity. 

These showings of his divinity included his 

birth, the coming of the Magi, his baptism, 

and the Wedding at Cana where he mirac-

ulously changed water into wine. The day 

was called "The Feast of Lights."           

Celebration of the Son of God replaced 

celebration of the sun. Baptisms were 

done, and a season of preparation was 

instituted. It was later called Advent. 

The solstice was kept on Dec. 25 by the 

fourth century. Jesus' birth was celebrated 

on this day in both eastern and             

western churches. The western church 

commemorated the coming of the Magi on 

Jan. 6. The eastern church continued to 

celebrate the Baptism of our Lord and the 

Wedding at Cana on Jan. 6. In the east the 

day was called 

"Theophany" (manifestation of God). 

The coming of the Magi is celebrated on 

the Feast of the Epiphany, Jan. 6.  The 

Baptism of our Lord is celebrated on the 

First Sunday after the Epiphany. 

THE EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 
RESOURCES 

 episcopalchurch.org 

(National Church) 

 

bcponline.org 

(Book of Common Prayer) 

 

lectionarypage.net 

(A Liturgical Calendar and  

weekly lessons)  

 

dohio.org 

(The Episcopal Diocese of Ohio) 
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The Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth JR. 

 Bishop of Ohio 

 

 2230 Euclid Ave. 

 Cleveland, Ohio 44115 

 216.771.4815 

ALTAR GUILD  

There are a few 2022 Episcopal church year Kalendars available in the Alter Guild 

mail box located in the office hallway. Fell free to take one. 

They are already posted in both sacristy's.  

† If you are interested in learning more about Altar Guild or becoming a member at     

either service, contact Jan Henrey at 330-395-4812.  

MUSIC AND FINE ARTS 
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There are a host of folks who have made the worship and community life this past month at Christ Church so very meaningful.  Especially 

our Festival of Lessons and Carols and Christmas Eve services.  Many of these people work behind the scenes.  But, without them, we 

wouldn’t be able to have such beautiful experiences.  So, my deepest appreciation to: 

 

 The Parish Choir for rehearsing weekly during a pandemic and singing so beautifully at Lessons and Carols 

 Sandee Skovran and Gary Richards for planning and producing a lovely reception following Lessons and Carols 

 Faith Scarmuzzi for scheduling and organizing readers and acolytes for Lesson and Carols, Advent services and Christmas eve 

 Laura White and ushers for handling the extra responsibilities associated with the pandemic, large crowds and the joy of individual 

candles passed out to parishioners (three times) 

 Deb Murphy for running AV and organizing hundreds of PowerPoint slide for multiple worship services 

 Don Scarmuzzi (and Deb, again) for videoing and photographing Lessons and Carols and Christmas eve 

 Jeannine Morris for arranging handbell players for Lessons and Carols 

 Peter Day for helping setup for Lessons and Carols 

 Brian Garman for ongoing work of cleaning, breaking down and resetting for multiple services 

 Lynn Peteritis for organizing choir folders for Lessons and Carols 

 Sandee Skovran for organizing choir robes after they hadn’t been used in over a year 

 Jan Henry and Altar Guild for staffing multiple extra services and getting individual candles prepared for Lessons and Carols and 

Christmas eve (and the beautiful new blue vestments) 

 Melanie Garman for printing Lessons and Carols programs, decorating and a host of extra tasks associated with this busy season 

 Laurie Tonn and Carole Lewis for making sure we had checks and payments for multiples musicians and services during December 

 Paul Keriotis for organizing our growing group of kids to sing at Lessons and Carols and present a pageant on Christmas eve.  (And 

weren’t you proud of those three wise women in the pageant?) 

 Steve Watts, John Panagis and Paul Keriotis for putting out luminaries at Lessons and Carols and Christmas eve 

 Eve McPherson, Amanda Beagle, Gwen Delaney, Shaun McGrath and numerous other soloists during the Advent/Christmas season 

 Laurie Jones for so beautifully accompanying our kids and others at Lessons and Carols 

 Carol McMichael, Senior Warden and Rev. Jeff Baker, Rector, who provide leadership that allows space for creative and meaningful 

ministry to happen. 

 

Certainly, there are many other folks who help facilitate the work of Christ Church.  It takes all of us… doing our own part… working,      

playing, praying, leading, following, singing, and dancing for Christmas to happen.  

 

This year, during the Advent/Christmas season, I’ve made it my practice to set aside some time each day (usually during my morning walk) 

to reflect on texts.  These have varied from familiar carols to scripture/canticles to theological writings.  I’ve tried to see these words with 

new lens; to hear them with different ears.  Hopefully to find a renewed strength and energy to fulfill my calling as a church musician.  One 

text that I simply cannot let go of this year, is Howard Thurman’s The Work of Christmas.  I want to share it with you here: 

 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among others, 

To make music in the heart. 

 

In the past month… When the chaos has come…  When the conflict has arisen…  When Jesus has seemed much further away than 25 days…  

When the “to-do” list has exceeded 100 items…  When I was tired…  I remembered the lost, the broken, the hungry, the prisoner, the na-

tions, the need for peace.  I remembered that we, both you and I, need to make music in our hearts! 

 

Blessings upon you in this new year!    —Jamie 



Car loads of “JOY” gifts to the kiddos at Lincoln 

DECEMBER 

Your generosity and caring 
brought so much JOY to the 
needy children at Lincoln 
School. Thank You a million 

BLESSING BOXES 

Lincoln School   

MEGAN’S MITTENS 

WARREN FAMILY MISSION 

Thank you… 

“For giving me gloves for the winter 

They keep my hands warm 

We are so happy for the magic gloves 

So much for being so nice 

I do need some. I do not have mittens  

I appreciate you dropping off all these gloves to complete strangers  

The gloves are so nice and I love them so much”. 

 

Note: These are some thanks from one third grade class of 21 children. There are four 
more third grade classes.   

 

Never forget you make a difference!  

Wishing you a Blessed New Year! Linda Day 
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JOY: CEC’s response was overwhelming. It took two trips to Lincoln to deliver all your gifts. 
Trip one filled the trunk and the back seat. Another full trunk was Trip two. In total about 150 
gifts were given and brought so much JOY! 

Essentials: Unfortunately, there remains  a continued need for food and clothing.  

Food Requests: peanut butter, jelly, canned pasta like spaghetti-o’s, chicken ramen noodles, 
chicken noodle soup, mac and cheese and fruit cups.  

 

Clothing Requests: Leggings and Sweatpants sizes 4, 5, 6 and 7 plus winter jackets, tops 
and bottoms for both boys and girls in all sizes. Clothing supplies are low. New and gently 
used and washed items are greatly appreciated. 

There is a continued need for all kinds of food, personal hygiene items and new and gently 
used and washed clothing of all sizes for boys, girls, men and women.  

 

Staff and volunteers served Christmas dinner to 2,495 persons. In addition,  free hams and 
turkeys and toys for children under 12 were distributed.  

Pastor Chris Gilger, founder and Executive Director of Warren Family Mission which he 
founded in 1998 died on December 14th,  Our thoughts and prayers are with all those who 
loved him.   

 

 

VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS (MEETING RESCHEDULED 

FOR 1/4/22). 
 

 

THE  186th ANNUAL MEETING OF CHRIST CHURCH 

Sunday, January 30—2022. The Vestry  invites all members of the Parish to 

attend a business meeting of the church in the Parish Hall. We will meet       

immediately following (1) worship service at 9:00 am. 

We will have a Pot-Luck style brunch. In order to have a variety of side dishes 

please use the  following guide... 

Last names A– H  (Dessert)       

G-M ( Hot side: i.e. Baked beans, cheese potatoes, Etc.) 

N-Z (Cold salad: i.e., pasta, potato, coleslaw, Etc.)                      

  

PARISH MINISTRIES  
If you are a ministry chair person, please submit your annual report to Melanie NO LATER 

than Monday,  January 24. (secretary@christchurchwarren.org). Our Annual Report is     

submitted to the diocese with our parochial report. It can be a brief summary for the year’s 

activities.  

 

Thank you for your service and dedication to our church. 

RUMMAGE SALE 

May 6 & 7, 2022.  

Steve will be accepting     

donations. You can leave 

them in the hallway near the 

Kitchen. PLEASE make sure 

that electronics are working 

and in good condition. 

PLEASE NO OLD FAT 

TUBE  T. V’s, we will accept 

WORKING flat screen T. V's. 

If you have a large item and 

need it to be picked up, 

please contact Steve at          

330-770-4763. 
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FINANCE 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 November 2021 Year to Date 

  Actual Budget Actual Budget 

Income         

Pledges $10,154  $7,255  $118,582  $111,795  

All Other $15,706  $15,561  $147,293  $118,306  

Total Income $25,860  $22,816  $265,875  $230,101  

Expenses ($27,927) ($26,590) ($262,906) ($257,709) 

Excess/(Deficit) ($2,067) ($3,773) $2,969  ($27,608) 

BIRTHDAYS  

3 Marge Louff 

7 Steve Watts 

7 Fr. Jeff 

8 Dick Lilly 

11 Rick Cesta 

13 Sandy Schlecht 

17 Laurie Jones 

17 John Robertson 

20 Gail Andrus 

22 Mark Peteritris 

25 Gloria Duren 

30 Zoey Tomko 

 

If you receive PLEDGE envelopes, the 2022  booklets are now 

available in the back of the chapel and at the usher’s stand in 

the church. Please look for your name on the booklet.  



Stain glass tower above the Sanctuary Baptismal Font 

STAFF 

The Rev, J. Jeffrey Baker—Rector 

bakerspax@aol.com 

 

Melanie Garman—Parish              

Administrator  

secretary@christchurchwarren.org 

 

Laurie Tonn—Finance Secretary 

finance@christchurchwarren.org 

Carole Lewis—Treasurer 

 

Jamie Shiell—Director of Music 

music @christchurchwarren.org 

 

Brian Garman—Sexton  

bgarman518@gmail.com 

 

Paul Keriotis—Director of        

Formation 

formation@christchruchwarren.org 

TOWER LIGHTING 

Greeters, per Fr. Jeff we will have a mandatory “greeters” class on   Sunday, January 9 or 

16. We will begin promptly at 9:30 in the back of the church. With new members joining 

us, he wishes to have a brief review of procedures. It will take 15 minutes or less. 

Your dedication to serve is greatly appreciated. Greeters are so necessary to our mission 

of welcoming new members or visitors to the service. THANK YOU! 

If you are unable to make your scheduled week for greeting, please find a sub, or trade a 

week. If you are unable to resolve the situation, call Laura White so she can be prepared.  

330-469-5580. 

If you know of someone who might be interested in joining our group, send them to 

Laura. Again, thank you for all you do. You are an asset to our parish! 

Donating to our Tower lighting 

is a  wonderful way to honor  or 

celebrate a loved one.              

The cost is 50.00 for the month. 

If you are dedicating the Tower 

lighting to someone who is not 

your family member, we will 

send the head of the family a 

card to inform them of your 

gesture. All requests MUST be 

in to the office  one month prior 

to the month you are             

requesting. 

Our January Tower Lights 

shine as a beacon of HOPE   

For ALL and that this 2022 

will be filled with          

many blessings! 

 

FAMILY ROOM 

GREETERS 

The old cry room in the Narthex has been  repurposed. We are now calling it the      

“Family Room”.           

The purpose of this space is for families or individuals who need a quiet space before, 

during or after the service. There are diapers and other supplies available.  Please feel free 

to use them as needed. If you need something, please do not hesitate ask and usher for 

assistance. 
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VESTRY 

Fr. Jeff—Rector 

Carol McMichael—Sr. Warden 

John Panagis—Jr. Warden 

Carole Lewis—Treasurer 

Linda Day—Clerk 

Don Scarmuzzi 

Mark Peteritis  

Deb Murphy 

Sandee Skoveran 

Laura White 

Mike Maggiano 

Jim Crofford 

Sam Heakin 

 

"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given..." "Faith is salted and peppered 
through everything at Christmas.  

After the very somber and remote Advent and 

Christmas of 2020, we sure made up for it in 

2021. The Nave again came alive with the Holy 

Spirt, Christmas Spirit and the Joy of our 

families.  It all seemed brand new.                      

( Fr. Jeff’s blue vestments were a new addition 

this year). BEAUTIFUL!  Everything was just 

beautiful. 

Paul enlisted our families to read the weekly 

prayer and light the Advent wreath candle .  

He worked hard every  Sunday to prepare the 

kiddos for Lessons and Carols as well as the 

AMAZING Christmas Eve pageant.  

Our attendance for Lessons and Carols was 

well over 200 attendees. WOW! There was a 

lot of buzz  following on how spectacular the 

music was. For a few brief moments, we were 

able to escape the ills of our world. Come 

together as a community in Love. That really is 

the meaning of Christmas. LOVE.  

Many were still not able to join us during the 

season for a variety of reasons. Some do not 

have the ability to stream our service or scroll 

through Facebook to see the pictures we post 

weekly. For that reason, we are  sharing with a 

beautiful collage of  pictures from the season. 

Enjoy! And many thanks to our dedicated 

parents and kiddos.  

THANK YOU! 

ADVENT 
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We would like to express a truly heart 

felt thank you to all of the many hands 

that helped with our beautiful Lessons 

and Carols reception! Than you to 

Terri and Gris Hurlbert for being  our 

hosts, greeters & punch  attendants. 

Thanks to Nancy Forrester for her 

expertise in decorating the tables.       

To the guys who came in to set up and 

tear down the tables and chairs...AND 

our famous and wonderful CEC cookie 

bakers, thank you!!! To our staff who 

continue to keep us on the right path. 

The all those who helped . You are ALL 

greatly appreciated!  

 —Gary Richards  & 

  Sandee Skovran 


